
Principal’s Message 

THE MIDDLE VIEW 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
      November ends with Thanksgiving, a wonderful 

American celebration deeply steeped in tradition.  It 

signifies the start of the holiday season with festive 

music, the smell of scented candles, and a wonderful 

feast with turkey, stuffing and cranberry sauce.  As 

December begins, we know that shortly we will enjoy 

the wonder of Christmas and Hanukah.  There is a 

change in the air, a change in how people feel and act 

towards one another.  The holidays bring us together 

to celebrate our blessings. Intertwined among these 

special days is our recognition that with this bounty 

there is a duty to help those who are not as blessed. 

     This is the seasonal message we seek to instill in 

our students; we are responsible for each other.  The 

real strength of our school, our community, and our 

nation is our own inward strength.  This is the 

strength of reaching out to help others, the strength of 

achieving success together, and finally the strength of 

taking responsibility for each other. 

     As we all share in the blessings of this season, we 

know that the American Dream is attainable, and that 

we are one large American family. 

     May we all have a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanu-

kah, Happy Kwanzaa and  wonderful New Year! 

 
Best wishes, 
Peter Osroff  
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“When I was a boy I used to think that 
strong meant having big muscles, great 
power; but the longer I live, the more I real-
ize that real strength has much more to do 
with what is not seen.  Real strength has to 
do with helping others.” --- Mister Rogers                                                                                                                                     

 
December 1 

Principal’s Forum 
7:30 PM  

  
December 2 
7th & 8th Grade 
Recreation Night 

7—9 PM 
 

December 8 
Winter Concert at 
the High School 

7:00 PM 
 

December 9 
6th Gr. Recreation Night  

7:00-9:00pm 
 

December 14 
Winter Concert II in 
the Middle School 

7:00 PM 

 
December 19 

Board of Education 
Meeting 
8:15 pm 

 
December 20 

Winter Concert III at 
the High School 

7:00 PM 

 
December 26-

January 2 
Winter Holiday 

Recess 
January 3, 2006 
Return to school 

http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us 

 
Family Movie =’s  Huge  

Success! 
 

     Our Family Fun Flick Fright 

Night was a huge success with 

well over 500 parents and stu-

dents enjoying the scary movie, 

“Island of Lost Souls” and a Lit-

tle Rascal’s short.  Even the bal-

cony was practically filled to ca-

pacity!  The free popcorn, raf-

fles, candy, door prizes, pizza 

and soda were a huge hit! 

     Many students have asked 

that our next film be a comedy;  

maybe we’ll have Abbott and 

Costello, The Three Stooges, or 

The Marx Brothers!  If you have 

a favorite classic you’d like to 

recommend, please let us know.   



Creative Lessons for Language Students  
 
Mr. Strauzer's 7th grade French and Spanish students 

recently played the role of "Human Clocks" in a unique 

version of "Human Clock Simon Says" as a way to re-

view telling time and practice listening skills in the tar-

get language. Mr. Strauzer was quite impressed by his 

"digital generation" students' analog time telling 

skills!  Kudos to all for a job well done! 
  

 

 

His 7th grade French and Spanish students also prac-

ticed their telling time and Checkpoint A writing skills 

by writing their school schedule in the target lan-

guage.  Their project, "Mon Horaire," or "Mi Horario," 

was comprised of several categories: the period of the 

day (day 1 or day 2), the class, the starting and ending 

time, the teacher, and an opinion, all written in French 

or Spanish.  Students were them asked to decorate the 

project.  The quality of work was "magnifique" and 

¡excelente!.   

BRAVE  Club Contest Winners 
 
Over one hundred students from the Middle School 
participated in the BRAVE Club's first competition of 
the year; an anti-bullying slogan contest.  Each slogan 
entry helped promote a positive climate in our school.   
 
The first place winner of the contest was Kallan 
Christiansen with the slogan, "If you see a bully in the 
hall, stop the bully and build a friendship wall."   
 
The second place winner was Shannon McWilliams 
with the slogan "Be  a protector, not a neglector."   
 
The third place winners were Paisley Beh, Maria 
Danza, Liz McDougal, and Rachel Rizzo with the 
slogan "When in doubt, think it out...Don't Bully!"   
 
During the month of November, various  entries from 
the contest will be read during the morning announce-
ments' special feature called "BRAVE's Slogan-A-
Day."   

Nicole Saltiel Named Math Scholar  
     The Institute of Creative Problem Solving for 
Gifted and Talented Students at SUNY College at 
Old Westbury has announced that Nicole Saltiel 
was one of seventy five students this year to be 
named a Long Island Young Scholar of Mathemat-
ics, and she has been accepted by the Institute to 
pursue mathematics and science studies. Nicole 
competed against 950 of the top ranking students 
nominated from school districts across Long Is-
land.  Her selection implies that she is among the 
top 1/10 of 1% of all students in math on Long Is-
land. 

Students Reaching Out to Others 
 

On October 26th, students in Mrs. Andrews, Mrs. 
Reide, and Mrs. Petro’s classrooms donated bags of 
candy with cards to send to their special friends at 
the Adults and Children with Learning Disabilities 
Facility (A.C.L.D.) in East Hills. The A.C.L.D. facility 
is for people with developmental disabilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The students in Mrs. Andrews’ home base are plan-
ning  to put smiles on some people’s faces this 
Thanksgiving.  They have been hard at work creat-
ing Thanksgiving Day card for their friends at 
A.C.L.D. and some new friends at the Westbury 
Senior Care Center.   
 
Compliments to these thoughtful sixth graders! 

8th Grade Girls’ Soccer Undefeated! 
 

Congratulations to Coach Andrews’ 8th 
Grade Girls’ Soccer Team for going 
undefeated all season.  In addition, 
these phenomenal girls did not allow 
any goals to reach their net.   Wow! 

 



Mark Your Calendars - Holiday Concerts 
 
The Music Department is working hard to 
prepare the annual holiday concert series.   
 
Concert I will be held on December 8th, at 
7:00 PM in the High School Auditorium. 
Our Pops Band, 6th, 7th, and 8th grade 
bands will be performing.  
 
Concert II will be held on December 14th, 
at 7:00 PM in the Middle School Audito-
rium.  Our Jazz Band and Jazz Ensemble, 
Festival Chorus, Orchestra 6, and Orchstra 
7/8 will be performing.  
 
Concert III will be held on December 
20th, at 7:00 PM in the High School Audi-
torium showcasing  6th, 7th, and 8th grade 
choruses. 

Composer Mark Williams Guides 7th and 8th Grade Bands to an Exceptional Performance 
 
The Middle School Bands took part in a clinic with world-renowned 
composer Mark Williams.  With over 200 compositions published in 
worldwide distribution, Mr. Williams is one of the most played 
composers of our time. 
 
The Bands played two of Mr. Williams’ compositions and will be 
performing them at their concerts.  Mr. Williams worked with the 
students to bring out exactly what he had in mind when he com-
posed the music.  The children were given the opportunity to ask 
questions of their own to enhance their understanding of his mu-
sic. 

Middle School Pops Band Marches on Halloween 
 
Middle School Pops Band led the Halloween Storybook parades at 
both Hemlock and Homestead Schools.  Our elementary school 
friends marched to the music of Scooby-Doo, Where are You? 
 
The Middle School Band was proud to be able to take part in these 
parades, making them a multi-level, interdisciplinary event. 

GERMAN CLUB 
 
The German Club is off to a great start 
under the guidance of Frau Hecker! The 
6th, 7th, and 8th grade students have 
elected their officers: 
 
Co-Presidents *  Kelly Allen &  
   Sarah Schlichte 
Vice President *  Colleen Donnelly 
Secretary *   Katie Reilly 
Treasurer *   Gabe Mollica  
Sprachfest Coordinator * Emily Werner 
Peer Tutoring *  Kate O’Dell 
5th Grade Visits *  Meghan Alford 
 
Our members have already taken part in 
the Steuban Day Parade in NYC and the 
German-American Day Official Flag Raising 
Ceremony. 
 
 
ALLE SIND HERZLICH WILLKOMMEN! 

All interested students are welcome to 
join! 

 

Toys for Teens Collection 
Benefitting  

Winthrop University Hospital Cancer Care Center for Kids 
Please bring new, unwrapped gifts to school 
between November 28th to December 16th 

 

Ms. Logue and Mrs. Bonagura are coordinating a holiday collection 
of age appropriate gifts for Middle School age teens who are hos-
pitalized in the Cancer Care Center for Kids.   
Suggested items: 
Gift cards - Best Buy, Blockbuster, Barnes & Noble, Toys R Us, 
Borders, CompUSA, etc. 
Electronics - Game Boys/games, computer games, handheld games, 
CD players, Harry Potter 3, etc. 
Games & Puzzles - legos, crosswords, baseball or other trading 
cards, etc. 
Crafts - models, kits, beads, jewelry making kits, markers, fun 
paper, needlepoint supplies, etc. 
 

Help brighten the holidays for a special child! 
 

Have a joyous and happy holiday season! 
 



Current Status of Middle States Association Accreditation  
 

Nearly four years ago, Garden City Middle School began a middle level philosophy restructuring process to move 
the school further into best practice education.  The implemented best research changes found their foundation 
within the New York State Education Department’s Essential Elements of Middle Level Education.   After the fun-
damental changes were made, the Faculty, led by Principal Peter Osroff, welcomed the opportunity for the school 
to have its programs independently evaluated by the most respected accreditation agency for our region -- the 
Commission on Secondary Schools of the Middle States Association.  Even though no other Long Island public 
middle school (6-8) had earned accreditation, it was felt that the bold step of accreditation would validate for the 
Garden City community that the restructured programs were best practice in education.   
 
To lead the school through the accreditation process, a Planning Team, led by Assistant Principal Stephen Kimmel, 
undertook all aspects of working towards this goal.  The faculty members of the Planning Team were Linda Kast-
ner, Susie Lee, Sue Shea, David Strauzer, Jennifer Pollack, Susanna Sheehan, and Vinny Tumminello.  The parent 
representative was (former) PTA Director Angela Heineman.   
 
Garden City Middle has moved one step closer to achieving full accreditation by the Commission on Secondary 
Schools of the Middle States Association.  A validation team from Middle States visited the school this past week 
(Nov. 14-17) to review and evaluate the school’s qualifications for full accreditation.  This Validation Team, led 
by Jon Kirsher, upon completion of the visit has recommended that Middle States fully accredit our middle 
school.   The Middle States Board will vote on the recommendation in Spring 2006.   The members of the Middle 
States’ Validation Team which visited our school were Chairperson Jon Kircher, Gail Stewart, Debbie DeSaul-
niers, Rebecca Troup and Sue Ellen Bennett.   
   
Accreditation is the affirmation that a school provides a quality of education that the community has a right to ex-
pect and the education world endorses. Accreditation is a means of showing confidence in a school's performance. 
When the Commission on Secondary Schools accredits a school, it certifies that the school has met the prescribed 
qualitative standards of the Middle States Association within the terms of the school's own stated philosophy and 
objectives. 
 
The chief purpose of the whole accreditation process is the improvement of education for youth by evaluating the 
degree to which a school has attained worthwhile outcomes set by its own staff and community. This is accom-
plished by periodically conducting a comprehensive self-evaluation of the total school. Through the accreditation 
process, the school seeks the validation of its self-evaluation by obtaining professional judgment from impartial 
outsiders on the effectiveness of the total school operation. The intent throughout the process is more than to focus 
on shortcomings; the chief goal is to seek remedies for inadequacies and to identify and nurture good practices. 
 
Accreditation of a secondary school is on an institutional basis. It should be noted that the whole school, not just 
one program such as the college preparatory courses, is covered by the accreditation. 
 
The following are some of the many benefits of accreditation: 
 
• greater clarity of purpose  
• stronger internal relationships  
• wider professional participation  
• more effective methods of planning for school improvement  
• improved consistency between educational purpose and practice  
 
Garden City Middle School selected the Accreditation for Growth protocol.   This protocol is a forward looking 
approach that requires the school to establish measurable goals and clear action plans to achieve them.   The Fac-
ulty, recognizing the responsibility to be reflective and accountable practitioners, is pleased that the Middle States’ 
Validation Team has determined that our school should receive accreditation.  
 
 


